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What is the European Union?

• A group of 28 member states from all over Europe.

• The aim is to create a political and economic
community across Europe.

• Currency: Euro

• Important principle: to open border policy – free to 
travel, work or live in other member states without
needing a visa. Obr. 1



What is the Schengen agreement?

• The Schengen Agreement was adopted in 
1985 between five nations and later expanded
to include most continental European nations.

• No border controls within Schengen
Agreement area. (no passport needed)

• Not all EU members are part of the Schengen
Agreement (UK, Ireland did not sign it)



Who are/are not members of the EU?

• The EU consists of nearly half a billion people
and covers the area of 4 million square 
kilometres.

• Countries must fulfil the Copenhagen criteria:

• Members must have a stable democratic
government, respect for minorities and
human rights, and a competitive and
functional market economy.



Who is the leader of the European
Union?

• Since its beginning, the EU has had a rotating
presidency, member countries take turns being in 
charge for six months at a time. However the
position is mostly symbolic. 

• The EU consists of heads of state from all memeber
conutries, and they suggest issues to be talked about
at meetings.

• The European Commission acts as the executive
branch of the governemnt and works directly with
two legislative houses: The European Parliament and
The Council of the European Union.



Pictures

• Obr. 2 Obr. 3



Two legislative houses of the EU:

• The European Parliament and the Council of the
European Union.

• These two houses make and vote on laws similar
to parliaments in other countries.

• José Manuel Barroso from Portugal is the current
President of the European Commission.

• Video - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjdD-
Xx9r-M

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjdD-Xx9r-M


Translate into Czech:

• Aim
• Border policy
• Agreement
• Minorities
• Market economy
• Be in charge
• Issue
• European Commission
• Executive branch
• Legislative houses
• Act
• Council of the European Union
• Vote
• current



Solution:

English
• Aim
• Border policy
• Agreement
• Minorities
• Market economy
• Be in charge
• Issue
• European Commission
• Executive branch
• Legislative houses
• Act
• Council of the European Union
• Vote
• Current

Czech
• Účel, cíl
• příhraniční politika
• Smlouva
• Menšiny
• Tržní ekonomika
• Zodpovídat
• Záležitost
• Evropská komise
• Výkonná moc
• Legislativa
• Konat
• Rada Evropské unie
• Hlasovat
• Současný
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