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20th century in US history

• WW1 

• The Roaring Twenties is a term sometimes used to 
refer to the 1920s in New York City, 
Paris, Berlin, London during a period of  economic 

prosperity after World War I.
• Obr. 1



Roaring 20‘s

• Changes in lifestyle and culture.
• Jazz music blossomed and Art Deco peaked. 
• The media focused on celebrities, especially sports heroes 

and movie stars. 
• In most major countries women were given the right to 

vote for the first time.
• New technologies (cars, telephones, electricity)
• Lost generation (Hemingway, Fitzgerald, Faulkner, 

Remarque)
• Finally the Wall Street Crash of 1929 ended the era.
• Video – http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SclJ94h2oyQ

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SclJ94h2oyQ


WW2 and Cold War

• After WW II the Cold War against the Soviet Union 
began.

• Possession of atomic bomb, space discoveries and
research

• Marshall Plan – NATO

• Berlin Wall

• The Cuban missile crisis in 1962
• Obr. 2



Martin Luther King

A pastor in Montgomery (Alabama)

Civil rights movements for the African-Americans

• Montgomery bus boycott in 1955 (Rosa Parks)

• His famous speech “I have a dream“ in 
Washington D.C. in 1964

• Assassinated in 1968

• Video -
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V57lotnKGF8

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V57lotnKGF8


Vietnam War

• Vietnam War 1964-1975 (American War)

• A conflict between North Vietnam-communists (Vietcong
troops supported by SU and China) and South Vietnam 
(supported by US Army)

• In 1975 Vietnam was united

• Firstly used chemical weapons-napalm, due to media and the
resistance of US people against the war, it ended in 1975

• Obr. 3



Contemporary history

• Ronald Reagan – the end of Cold War
• War on Terror after 11th September 2001
• US started international military campaign to 

eliminate Al-Quaeda and other militant 
organizations and regimes supporting them

• TASK: Find out more about US military operations
in War on Terror after 11/9 2001 on internet 
(Afghanistan, Iraq,…)

• Video -
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nh28XcnpzX4

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nh28XcnpzX4
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