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British Holidays
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• Oficial days off are called – „bank holidays“

• New Year‘s Day – 1st January

• Good Friday

• Christmas Day

• Boxing Day

• Hogmanay – a New Year‘s celebration in Scotland

• British holidays and traditions: 
http://projectbritain.com/festivals/december.htm

http://projectbritain.com/festivals/december.htm


St Valentine‘s Day

• February 14

• Valentine – a roman priest who secretly
performed weddings for soldiers who were
not allowed to marry. In prison he healed the
jailor‘s daughter and before his death he 
wrote a letter to her signed „from your
Valentine“ as a farewell.

• Lovers expres each other love, sending
flowers, greeting cards and sweets.



St Patrick‘s Day

• March 17

• Irish holiday – commemorates St. Patrick and
the arrival of Christianity to Ireland

• Public parades and festivals

• Wearing green clothes and shamrock



Easter

- Christians believe in ressurection of Jesus
Christ who was killed in Jerusalem around
2000 years ago the third day after the
crucifiction.

- Good Friday – eating hot cross buns

- Easter Sunday – Easter rabbit hides Easter
eggs in the garden, eggs – a symbol of rebirth

- Easter Monday – egg rolling



Easter:

• Describe the pictures:
• Obr. 1                                                              Obr. 2



Summer Holidays

• The Queen‘s official birthday – June

• Edinburgh Fringe Festival – the largest arts
festival

• Notting Hill Festival – Europe‘s biggest carnival



Guy Fawkes Day
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• November 5 (1605) 

• Bonfire Night – a gunpowder plot – a plot 
against the King James I

• thanksgiving for plot‘s failure celebrated with
bonfires and fireworks

• History of Guy Fawkes Day: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1DC2BAs
Xb4

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1DC2BAsXb4


Guy Fawkes Day

• Obr. 3                                                      Obr. 4



Halloween

• October 31 – the end of harvest season and the
end of the year according to Celtic calendar

• All Hallows‘ Eve

• Typical Halloween activities include: 

• trick-or-treating, carving pumpkins into jack-
o‘lanterns, costume parties, decorations, visiting
hounted attractions, apple bobbing, playing
pranks, watching horror movies, telling scary
stories …



Halloween

• Halloween prank –
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=play
er_detailpage&v=tB8D2QZ9lA4#t=0

• Halloween, GuyFawkes, Christmas –
13min.video 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=play
er_detailpage&v=P1hGOrTiiYI#t=45

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=tB8D2QZ9lA4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=P1hGOrTiiYI


Christmas

Obr. 5                                                  Obr. 6



Christmas

• It is celebrated on the 25th December with
Christmas dinner for the whole family on 
Christmas Eve.

• What do you know about Christmas traditions in 
UK? Explain:

• Christmas dinner, Christmas pudding

• Father Christmas, Christmas crackers

• Boxing Day, nativity plays, pantomime, 

• Carol singing, religious festival – Baby Jesus



Christmas – translate the words

• Translate:

• unwrap, wrap, presents, decorations, balls, 
chains, candles, Christmas tree, chimney, 
Christmas stocking, Christmas pudding, 
cracker, fireplace, Christmas carols, Boxing 
Day, Father Christmas

• A song – All I want for Christmas with lyrics: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=play
er_detailpage&v=tL6f6HqrHZY

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=tL6f6HqrHZY
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